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From wire reports

Seven-year-old

girl still missing

in North Florida

ORANGE PARK, Fla. — A daylon
search for a missing 7-year-old Nort
Florida girl who vanished on her way

home from school Monday has

pro-

duced more than 150 leads, but the
child remained missing Tuesday after-
noon and officials said they suspect

foul play.

More than 100 Clay
County deputies, law
enforcement officers
from neighboring
counties, the FBI and
the Florida Department
of Law Enforcement
scoured a residential
Orange Park neighbor-
hood looking for Somer
Thompson.

Thompson

Somer was last seen about 2:45 p.m.
Monday heading home from Grove
Park Elementary School. She was walk-
ing with her sister and some friends,
but ran ahead of them after they had a

spat, detectives said.

Couple sentenced: A young couple
who dropped rocks onto Interstate 5
near Tacoma, Wash., as part of a sex
game entered guilty pleas and were
sentenced to four years in prison.
Eighteen-year-old Amanda L. Madison
and 24-year-old Joshua N. Sizemore
entered pleas Tuesday in Pierce County
Superior Court to assault and mali-
cious mischief charges. They dropped
rocks from an overpass May 25, hitting
14 cars including a State Patrol vehicle.

One man suffered a bruised arm.

It

began as a game in which they took
off clothes depending on headlights

being out.

Bridge blocked: A 47-year-old
woman who was considering jump-
ing Tuesday from a San Diego bridge
has surrendered, about 8% hours after
police negotiators closed a major
downtown freeway and caused traffic
to back up for miles. Police said the
woman climbed on top of a chain-link
cage covering the sides of the bridge.
He says she considered jumping and
remained there, some 60 feet above
the freeway, until finally coming down

and surrendering to police.

Enrollment up: U.S. medical school
enrollment is up for the 11th con-
secutive year as colleges seek to meet
a growing demand for physicians.
First-year enrollment climbed 2 per-
cent over 2008, and now totals nearly
18,400 students. The number of appli-
cants remained mostly stable at around
42,000. Four new medical schools
opened their doors this year; several

others expanded class size.

Shoppers pass Macy’s in New
York last November. On Tuesday,
Chicago-based research firm
ShopperTrak said it is forecast-
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ing that total holiday sales will
rise 1.6 percent compared with
a year ago, which would reverse
last year’s steep decline.

ShopperTrak forecasts
slight holiday sales rise

NEW YORK (AP) — Shopper-
Trak, a retail research firm, pre-
dicted Tuesday that total holiday
sales will rise 1.6 percent com-
pared with a year ago, which
would be good news for retailers
compared with last year’s steep
decline.

The research firm also expects a
4.2 percent decline in foot traffic
from last year’s holidays.

Last year, holiday sales fell
5.9 percent while foot traffic
dropEed 15.4 percent, according
to ShopperTrak estimates. The
research firm tracks customer traf-
fic at more than 45,000 stores.

The holiday sales estimate is
a bit rosier than other forecasts
offered over the past few weeks,

which have been at best no better
than unchanged from last year’s
debacle. The holiday 2008 season
saw the biggest sales decline in at
least several decades.

The National Retail Federation,
usually bullish about holiday
sales, predicts a 1 percent decline
in total sales to $437.6 billion for
November and December com-
bined.

“The consumer is just tired” of
all the bad news, said Bill Martin,
co-founder of ShopperTrak, based
in Chicago. He added that shop-
pers have pulled back from buy-
ing sweaters and other purchases
over the past year and are look-
ing to refill their closets, though
spending will be tempered.

GM: 15 vehicles returned
under money-back program

NEW YORK (AP) — Just a tiny
fraction of General Motors cus-
tomers have returned their cars
for refunds under the automak-
er’s heavily advertised money-
back guarantee program — and
most buyers aren’t even choosing
to participate in the plan, opting
for a rebate instead.

About 400 vehicle buyers, or
“less than 1 percent” of sales since
the programlaunched, have signed
up for GM’s 60-day money-back
guarantee program, spokesman
Tom Henderson said Tuesday. The
rest took a $500 rebate, he said.

Of those 400 vehicles, just 15
have been returned in the four
days since customers could begin
doing so, Henderson said.

GM launched the money-back

guarantee program on Sept. 14
with an advertising blitz, includ-
ing TV spots starring GM chair-
man Ed Whitacre, in a bid to get
on-the-fence vehicle buyers to con-
sider GM products after its stint in
bankruptcy court this summer.

The program runs through Now.
30 and allows customers to return
any new 2009 and 2010 Chevrolet,
Cadillac, GMC or Buick vehicle
for a refund of the purchase price
and sales tax if they are unsatis-
fied with their vehicle.

The policy allows buyers to
return their vehicle between day
31 and day 60 of ownership,
meaning the first refund requests
started coming in on Thursday.
Reasons for the returns have been
“across the board,” Henderson
said.

In surprise decision,
Vatican seeks to lure
disaffected Anglicans

VATICAN CITY (AP)
— The Vatican is making it
easier for Anglicans to con-
vert to Roman Catholicism
— asurprise move designed
to entice traditionalists
opposed to women priests,
openly gay clergy and
the blessing of same-sex
unions.

The decision, reached in
secret by a small cadre of
Vatican officials, was sure to
add to the problems of the
77-million-strong Anglican
Communion as it seeks to
deal with deep doctrinal
divisions that threaten a
permanent schism among
its faithful.

The change means con-
servative Anglicans from
around the world will be
able to join the Catholic
church while retaining
aspects of their Anglican lit-
urgy and identity, including
married priests. Until now,
disaffected Anglicans had
joined the church primarily
on a case-by-case basis.

“The unity of the church
does not require a unifor-
mity that ignores cultural
diversity, as the history of
Christianity shows,” said
Cardinal William Levada,
head of the Vatican’s
Congregation  for the
Doctrine of the Faith in
announcing the decision.

The spiritual leader of
the global Anglican church,
Archbishop of Canterbury
Rowan Williams, was not
consulted about the change
and was informed only
hours before the announce-
ment. He nevertheless tried
to downplay the signifi-
cance and said it wasn’t
a Vatican commentary on
Anglican problems.

“It has no negative impact
on the relations of the com-
munion as a whole to the
Roman Catholic Church as a
whole,” he said in London.

The decision could
undermine decades of talks
between the Vatican and
Anglican leaders over how
the?: could possibly reunite.
Although Levada insisted
such discussions remain a
priority, the Vatican move
could be taken as a signal
that the ultimate goal of ecu-
menical talks is to convert
Anglicans to Catholicism.

Still, the decision con-
firmed Pope Benedict XVI's
design of creating a unified,

tradition-minded Catholic
church — a goal he outlined
at the start of his pontifi-
cate and has been steadily
implementing ever since.

This drive also involved
a recent move to rehabili-
tate four excommunicated
ultra-conservative  bish-
ops, including one who
denied the full extent of the
Holocaust, in a bid to bring
their faithful back under the
Vatican’s wing.

Levada made the
announcement hours
after briefing Williams

and Catholic bishops in
London about the decision.
Notably, no one from the
Vatican’s ecumenical office
on relations with Anglicans
attended; Levada said he
had invited representatives
but they said they were all
away from Rome.

Austen Ivereigh, a for-
mer adviser to the Catholic
archbishop of Westminster,
called the Vatican announce-
ment historic because it
allowed for the “gradual
absorption into the Catholic
church of huge numbers of
Anglicans,” who are con-
servative in their theology
and liturgy.

Until now, Anglicans
had been allowed to join
the church primarily on an
individual basis. With the
new provision, groups of
Anglicans from around the
world will be able to join
new parishes headed by
former Anglican prelates,
who will provide spiritual
guidance to Anglicans who
wish to be Catholic. Called
personal ordinariates, they
will be established within
local Catholic dioceses.

The new provision also
allows married Anglican
priests and even seminar-
ians to become ordained
Catholic priests — much the
same way that Eastern rite
priests who are in commu-
nion with Rome are allowed
to be married. However,
married Anglicans cannot
become Catholic bishops.

A model for the future
exists in the United States,
where a handful of such
parishes function — includ-
ing three in Texas — thanks
to a 1980 Vatican decision
to accommodate Episcopal
faithful and priests who
wanted to convert.

BUILD AMERICA BONDS:

AN OPPORTUNITY
FOR COMMUNITIES

When you buy a Build America
Bond (BAB), you are lending
money to municipalities to
fund new capital programs.
These programs finance roads,
schools, hospitals and other
projects that strengthen our
communities.

What does that mean for you?
BABs could provide the
opportunity to diversify your
taxable income.”

*Diversification does not guarantee a profit
or protect against loss.

These bonds are solely backed by the
issuing municipality and are not obligations
of the U.S. government.

Before investing in bonds, you should
understand the risks involved, including
interest rate risk, credit risk, and market
risk. The value of bonds fluctuates and
you may lose some or all of your principal.

Speak with your financial
advisor to determine whether
BABs are appropriate for your
investment strategy.

David L. Memmer, CFP
Financial Advisor

410 5th Street
Defiance, OH 43512
419-782-1118

Matt Schmenk, AAMS®
Financial Advisor

410 5th Street
Defiance, OH 43512
419-782-1118

www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

WASHINGTON  (AP)
— Ever wondered how
that “Smart Choices” stick-
er wound up on the front
of Froot Loops or Cocoa
Puffs?

Well, federal health offi-
cials are having similar
thoughts, and they’re warn-
ing food manufacturers.

The Food and Drug
Administration said
Tuesday that nutritional
logos from food manufac-
turers may be misleading

consumers about the actual
health benefits of cereal,
crackers and other pro-
cessed foods. The agency
sent a letter to companies
saying it will begin cracking
down on inaccurate food
labeling. The FDA did not
name specific products or
give a timeline for enforce-
ment.

U.S. manufacturers,
including Kellogg, Kraft
Foods and General Mills,
rolled out their so-called

Smart Choices program last
year, amid growing concern
about obesity rates. The
green labels appear on the
front of foods that meet cer-
tain standards for calories
per serving and fat content.

But consumer advocates
complain about lax stan-
dards for the program, with
logos appearing on every-
thing from frozen sweets to
sugary cereals.

“There are products that
have gotten the Smart
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Choices check mark that
are almost 50 percent
sugar,” FDA commissioner
Margaret Hamburg said
during a call with report-
ers.

The agency is developing
proposed nutritional stan-
dards that would have to be
met before manufacturers
place such claims on their
packages, Hamburg said.
She added that she hoped
industry would cooperate
with the FDA to develop
standardized “labeling that
all Americans can trust and
use to build better diets.”

Mike Hughes, chair-
man of the Smart Choices
Program, said in a state-
ment that Smart Choices is
based on the U.S. Dietary
Guidelines for Americans.

“We believe in the sci-
ence behind the Smart
Choices program,” he said.
“We also look forward to
the opportunity to partici-

Sugar cereals are ‘Smart Choices?’ FDA not so sure

A Dbox of
Pops breakfast cereal is
pictured with a “Smart

Kellogg’s

Choices” green check
printed on its front.

pate in FDA’s initiatives on
front-of-package labeling.”

The FDA plans to research
whether one particular
approach would make it
easier for consumers to
select healthy foods.

NORTHWEST REAL ESTATE
presents 3RD ANNUAL

Pumpkin Giveaway
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THIS SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24
10 AM - 1PM

® FREE Pumpkins ® Game ® Refreshments
® Candy ® Entertainment ® Bowling

EVENT CO-SPONSORS
Pack Rats Pawn Shop
East 2nd Drive Thru

C&H Bowling Lanes

DEER, WIN
== A TURKEY!
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